July 20, 2010..FINAL
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: Beth Harper Briglia, Vice President of Donor Services,

Chester County Community Foundation at 610-696-8045

Or beth@chescocf.org
Marjorie L. and Arthur P. Miller Fund Requests Grant Proposals for Open Space and the Environment

The Chester County Community Foundation is pleased to announce that it is now accepting applications for the Marjorie L. and Arthur P. Miller Fund.  One challenge grant of up to $2,500 is available each year to support a Chester County based non-profit organization that provides creative solutions to open space preservation and the wise use of environmental resources. Recipients of each challenge grant are expected to include incentive or matching funds in their plan.  

The Miller grant can be used to create parks, trails, and recreation areas.  The grant can also be used for environmental education, nonprofit research and publication about significant environmental issues, volunteer and leadership development, and demonstration projects with wide application. 

Potential applicants should contact Beth Harper Briglia, Vice President of Donor Services and Grant Making, Chester County Community Foundation at 610-696-8045 or beth@chescocf.org. Proposals will be accepted until September 15, 2010. The grant will be awarded in November.

The Millers established their fund at the Community Foundation to award an annual grant in perpetuity which encourages communities and nonprofits to preserve and protect natural resources such as their streams, woodlands, wetlands, and wildlife areas.  The focus of the Fund’s grant is to provide nonprofits with the resources to complete a project that is specific, tangible in nature, and that provides “a measurable sense of accomplishment” for their efforts.  The Millers believe that seeing a project come to fruition substantiates an organization, its members and volunteers, their hard work, and provides evidence of tangible success.
Past grant recipients include Camphill Village-Kimberton Hills which cleared the pollution and debris from an overgrown tributary to French Creek and planted native vegetation to establish a free-flowing stream; Green Valleys Association for its Welkinweir Interpretive Trail and solar energy interpretive display; Maysie's Farm Conservation Center's sustainable agriculture program for its interns so they could visit and study about other local ventures; the Red Clay Valley Association to help complete the Red Clay Greenway Trail in Kennett Square, Community Gardens for new plantings at a Coatesville Habitat for Humanity site and the Land Conservancy of Southern Chester County for its new environmental programs.  The Miller Fund also awarded a grant to the Kennett Township Land Trust for the completion of its wildlife sanctuary; Maysie’s Farm/The Montgomery School for a joint project to plant vegetable gardens; the Jenkins Arboretum for its environmentally friendly educational center and Community Gardens for the 4th grade community garden project at Exton Elementary School.  True to the donor’s charitable intent, projects funded in the past have been for specific, relevant and applicable ideas.

The Millers, who are the authors of seven books on environmental and historical topics, are also active on many area nonprofit boards and in local community groups.  Marge served many years on the Chester County Parks and Recreation Board, Chester County 2020, and Maysie’s Farm and still serves on the boards of the American Red Cross Retiree Association and the Main Line Symphony Orchestra, to name just a few.  Art has served on the board of Delaware County Press Club and serves as secretary of the Bryn Mawr Mainliners barbershop chorus.  They are also frequent lecturers at Elderhostels, speaking on Trails Across America, the national scenic and historic trail system, and they lead hikes around the Delaware Valley for the Main Line School Night Hiking Club.

###
FY 2011 - Grant Guidelines

MARJORIE L. AND ARTHUR P. MILLER FUND 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

FUND FOR OPEN SPACE AND THE ENVIRONMENT

Across Chester County, local citizen groups are emerging as stewards of their local land resources while other organizations with an environmental focus are forming as issue groups, non-profit agencies, and municipal land trusts. Other non-profits serve as stewards for important parcels of land being used in creative ways for education and demonstration purposes.  Each community has valuable resources that it wishes to preserve – streams, wetlands, green space, areas important to wildlife, scenic vistas, and areas of historic or community significance.

The Chester County Community Foundation is now accepting applications for the Marjorie L. and Arthur P. Miller Fund.  One challenge grant of up to $2,500 is available each year to support a non-profit organization which provides creative solutions to open space preservation and the wise use of environmental resources. The challenge portion of this grant can be met through such diverse means as receiving new grant dollars and/or new forms of in-kind and volunteer support. The Miller grant can be used for the following:
- The creation of a park, trail, or recreation area

- A public or school-based environmental education effort

- Research and publication about an important environmental issue

- Environmental enhancement and preservation of a significant site

- Volunteer and leadership development

- A demonstration project with wide-use application

Successful projects will be those that:

- Involve collaboration

- Demonstrate high impact relative to the dollars expended, and 

- Are of a lasting nature. 

Programs with a significant educational component are encouraged.  

 Proposals will be accepted until September 15. Upon review of the initial proposals, a site visit may be conducted of the finalists. The grant will be awarded in November.
Please use the attached Grant Proposal Format to apply for the grant. Please explain how you will meet the challenge component in your grant proposal narrative. Grant applications should be submitted no later than 5:00 P.M., September 15 to:  Marjorie L. and Arthur P. Miller Fund, Chester County Community Foundation, 28 West Market Street, West Chester, PA  19382.

For more information, please contact Beth Harper Briglia, Vice President of Donor Services and Grant Making, Chester County Community Foundation at 610-696-8045 or at beth@chescocf.org.  Thank you!

MARJORIE L. AND ARTHUR P. MILLER FUND 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
I. Summary Sheet (One page only. This page will be shared with Grant Committee Members.)

Note: If DVG Common Grant Application is used, this Summary Sheet MUST accompany application. Please visit our website at www.chescocf.org to obtain an electronic version of this application.

 Date:
Contact Information:
Organization Name:

Contact Name:


Address:

Contact Title:




Contact E-mail:


Phone:

Fax:



Web Address:

Year Incorporated:

Have you previously applied to The Community Foundation:
   Yes ______   No _______

If “Yes”, please indicate date and amount of each grant, if any, received from the Foundation:

(1) Year:__________  Amt Rec’d: $____________ 
(2) Year:__________    Amt. Rec’d $_____

(3) Year:__________  Amt Rec’d: $____________ 
(4) Year:__________    Amt. Rec’d $_____

Field/s of Interest: 

__ Arts, Culture and Humanities   __ Community Improvement __ Environment/Animal Welfare


__ Health
__ Human Services
 
__ Education

     

Organizational Information: 

Geographic Area Served (If not all of Chester County, specify primary Chester County municipalities served):

Annual # of Clients & Description of Population Served:

Mission Statement:

Organization Description:


Annual Budget $_________________
______ # of Full-Time Equivalent Paid Staff

________ % of budget for program expenses
______ # of Board Volunteers

________ % of budget for administrative expenses
______ # of Active Non-Board Volunteers

________ % of budget for fundraising expenses
________ # of Volunteer Hours

    100      %   total 

Top 3-5 funding sources:

Proposal  Information:
Grant Amount Requested:
$_______________

Description of Grant Purpose:

MARJORIE L. AND ARTHUR P. MILLER FUND
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Grant Proposal Narrative

Please provide the following information clearly and concisely.

Proposals of 1 or 2 pages are strongly encouraged.

1.
Organization’s history, goals, key achievements and distinctiveness 
2.
Funding request:

A. Specific Chester County needs and issues addressed

B. Organizational impact (for general operating proposals) or project impact (for project proposals)

C. Overall strategies to implement the organization’s mission (or project)

D. Why it is important to fund this now

E. How do you intend to meet the challenge component of this grant?

3.
Timetable, with anticipated outcomes and their relevance to the nonprofit’s mission 

4.
How impact and results will be demonstrated
III.  Attachments

Please attach the following support information:

1.  Copy of 501 (c) (3) federal tax-exempt letter

2.  List of Board of Directors, with their affiliations

3.  Most recent annual report and financial statement, audited if available

4.  Itemized organizational operating budget with actual results for prior fiscal year and current   fiscal year to date   

5.  Itemized project budget (if applying for project-specific grant)

Note: DVG Common Grant Application may be submitted with CCCF Summary Sheet.
Please visit our website at www.chescocf.org to obtain an electronic version of this application.

E-mail applications are strongly encouraged.

Please send completed applications to:


Beth Harper Briglia, Vice President of Donor Services and Grantmaking


Chester County Community Foundation


28 West Market Street


West Chester, PA  19382 

www.chescocf.org  

(610) 696-8211    

THANK YOU!
