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West Chester – During her lifetime, Kathleen McBratnie again and again demonstrated her commitment to her community.    For over 22 years, Kathy McBratnie’s dedication, enthusiasm and community spirit created such fine countywide programs as the “Send a Kid to Camp” Fund, the Turks Head Music Festival, Super Sunday in Downtown West Chester, and the Chester County Restaurant Festival.  In addition, Kathy supported others’ endeavors, namely Diane Matthews and the Diane Matthew’s School of Dance.  
Now, three years after Kathy’s unexpected death, Kathy’s longtime friend, Diane Matthews found a fitting way to express her gratitude for Kathy’s supprt and to honor Kathy’s legacy.  This fall Diane announced that she will be serving her community in yet another way.  

Diane Matthews, of West Chester, has served her community for more than forty years, sharing her gifts.  A dance director, choreographer, teacher and program director, Diane founded the Diane Matthews School of Dance in 1983.  Longtime friend of the late Kathleen McBratnie, West Chester community leader and philanthropist, Diane has pledged to her support through an annual donation from her School of Dance to the Kathleen McBratnie Memorial Fund.
Kathleen McBratnie, the well-known Director of West Chester’s Parks and Recreation Department, died suddenly in December 2003.  The McBratnie family established the The Kathleen McBratnie Memorial Fund at the Community Foundation as a way to honor Kathy’s legacy and contributions to Chester County.
Diane comments:  “As a friend and someone Kathy supported through the years I admired her selfless dedication to the community.  She supported me and The Diane Matthews School of Dance Arts for many years and I feel it is fitting now to continue to serve the West Chester Community in her name by supporting her Fund, helping to keep her legacy of caring alive.”
The Kathleen McBratnie Memorial Fund was established to enhance children’s programs in the West Chester community. Current fund initiatives include West Chester Recreation’s Send a Kid to Camp Scholarship which provides special opportunities to children that would not experience them otherwise;. and the Y.M.C.A.’ s Health Intervention Program (H.I.P.-Kids) which promotes of healthy lifestyles for children.  The mission of Kathleen McBratnie Memorial Fund is to inspire the community to invest in it’s childrens’ futures as well as the future of  important developmental, motivational and educational programs. 
If you would like to make a contribution to support the mission of the Kathleen McBratnie Fund, please contact the Chester County Community Foundation at 610-696-8211 or visit the Foundation on the web at www.chescocf.org and click “Donate Now.”
The Kathleen McBratnie Memorial Fund is a fund of the Chester County Community Foundation.  Located in downtown West Chester, the Chester County Community Foundation leads, inspires and encourages all individuals and organizations to create or contribute to lasting philanthropic charitable legacies.  The Community Foundation holds over $23 million in trust and by administering funds helps more than 250 individuals, families and nonprofits who want to provide a charitable legacy for their community forever.  Last year, The Community Foundation awarded $1.2 million in grants and scholarships.  For more information about the Chester County Community Foundation, visit www.chescocf.org or call (610) 696-8211. ###
