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August 12, 2010

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
For further information, contact: 
Patricia Harahan
(610) 745-6219
pharahan@msn.com

Mesothelioma Society Hosts Blood Test at Paoli Memorial Hospital

West Chester, PA—(August 10, 2010): A blood study to benefit the victims of Mesothelioma will be conducted on Thursday, September 16, 2010 from 3-7 p.m. at the Paoli Memorial Hospital Outpatient Lab.  

Participants in the blood test are those who have been exposed to asbestos either directly or indirectly, or relatives of someone who has been exposed. There is no cost to participate in the study. Annual participation in the blood study is available and also encouraged.
 
Mesothelioma is a sheet-like tumor known to be caused mainly through asbestos exposure. The disease is incurable and victims of the disease are not expected to live past one year after being diagnosed. Although this cancer remains to be rare, 2,000 to 3,000 new cases of the disease are diagnosed in the United States each year. 

The Fox Chase Blood Study, conducted by Dr. Joseph Testa and his research team, is an ongoing ten year blood study to gain FDA approval of a blood test to diagnose Mesothelioma at an early, potentially curable stage.  The blood test is currently FDA approved for monitoring purposes.  Volunteers are invaluable to document validation of this blood test. On September 16th, Dr. Craig Menges and Dr. Mitchell Cheung of Fox Chase Cancer Center will be available to speak to each participant and answer any questions. Representatives from the hosting Mesothelioma Society will also be available to answer questions pertaining to the organization. 

The Mesothelioma and Asbestos Disease Society Fund is a non-profit fund held at the Chester County Community Foundation. This fund shall make distributions for charitable purposes to non-profit agencies and other charitable causes related to Mesothelioma as well as raising awareness of Mesothelioma.  
 
Participants are asked to register for this free blood test but walk-ins are welcome.  Please send an email to questions@mesothelioma.org or pharahan@msn.com or call Pat at (610) 745-6219.

Located in downtown West Chester, the Chester County Community Foundation leads, inspires and encourages all individuals and organizations to create or contribute to lasting philanthropic charitable legacies. 

The Community Foundation holds over $30 million in trust and by administering funds helps more than 300 individuals, families and nonprofits who want to provide a charitable legacy for their community forever.  Last year, The Community Foundation awarded $2 million in grants and scholarships.  For more information about the Chester County Community Foundation, visit www.chescocf.org or call (610) 696-8211.     
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